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Semesterly Report

Thank you for your commitment to green initiatives at the University of Illinois. One of the ongoing requirements listed in the terms of the funding agreement for your project is the submission of semesterly reports with key information about your project. In addition to this form, please provide additional financial documentation and/or progress photos if available.
Please be as accurate as possible in describing the project (including possible setbacks or challenges in meeting the initial goals of the project). Not fully meeting your project's goals will not disqualify you from making future funding requests as long as your reports are as complete and accurate as possible.  If you have any questions, please contact the Student Sustainability Committee, at sustainability-committee@illinois.edu. 
Project Name: Composting Expansion

Date of Report Submission: Please select the date of submission for this report.

Project Purpose: 
​​The compost tumbler at National Soybean Research Center (NSRC) remains full and slightly broken and therefore is not currently in use. Given the success of the NSRC compost tumbler, it is clear that the campus has a demand for more compost tumblers. Accessible composting tumblers across campus are a great way to reduce waste sent to landfills, create material for gardens and landscaping that is rich in nutrients, and educate the campus community about waste reduction and sustainability. The UIUC campus is large enough that there needs to be more compost tumblers across campus so it is more accessible for everyone and so there is a greater capacity for organic waste. Additionally, the presence of tumblers in more-traveled locations will generate more interest from individuals who pass by.​ 

Detailed Accounting of Expenditures to Date:
Please detail your expenses to date.  Feel free to attach an additional spreadsheet as needed.

Project Progress to Date:
Three compost tumblers have been purchased, and two of these tumblers have been installed. One tumbler was installed last semester at Presby Hall. The tumbler is especially useful at this location because Presby Hall has a giving garden in which they can use the compost. The contact as Presby Hall has been very responsive and says the tumbler is working very well at the location.
After a lot of back-and-forth communication, we have made contact with Roman Makhnenko at the Newmark Civil Engineering building. Roman has committed to run the program at the building and will take care of maintenance and what to do with compost created by the tumbler. As far as we know, the bin still is not out to the public at Newmark. We expect the new Sustainability Programs Coordinator at iSEE to form contact with Roman so they can work out an agreement for the Newmark tumbler to ensure it is in use. If, for whatever reason, the new coordinator decides Newmark is not the best location, they have the option to take the bin back and implement composting elsewhere on campus.
With the rest of the funding, the new Sustainability Programs Coordinator at iSEE and their interns will be able to increase composting accessibility on campus. They will have one tumbler on hand to distribute, and the remaining funding can be used to further support composting on campus, such as creating user guides or videos.

Student Involvement and Outreach to Date:
A team of students motivated to increase composting accessibility on campus has teamed up to work on this project. We have done research into compost tumblers to purchase, buildings to place them in, and communicated with building points of contact to distribute the tumblers. Students often ask if there is composting on campus, so they are excited to learn about these options and bring their organic waste to these tumblers.

Marketing and Promotion Efforts to Date:
Informational materials have been created for and shared with points of contacts at the buildings in which these compost tumblers have been distributed. These materials are meant to educate people frequenting these buildings about how to properly compost. 

Additional Comments:
We are very appreciative of the funding SSC has provided to support this project and the patience as we work through any road bumps!
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