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Sustainability in beverages has been ignored

• Efforts focus on producing food in a sustainable manner
• Even plant-based ingredients are imported 
•Midwest can grow a wide range of herbs and fruits



The goal is to demonstrate the potential for 
producing beverage ingredients sustainably

Sustainable Ingredient Production (SIP) 
• Demonstrate the many herbs, berries, etc
• Grow items locally and sustainably
• Focus on human health in beverages
• Establish at the previous site of the 

Community Garden project with trellis
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Desired outcomes focus on changing 
perceptions and behaviors, and education
• Change perceptions and behaviors regarding beverages
• Improve Land Health, particularly for small applications in 

urban environments
• Provide ecological benefits: conserving biodiversity, recycling 

nutrients, sequestering carbon, and infiltrating stormwater
• Reduce ecological footprint due to fewer external inputs
• Educate students and the public about connections between 

agriculture and human health, through healthy beverages.  



Students will be engaged through existing 
classes and future internships
•Courses will be adjusted to include SIP garden
• HORT 361 – Small Fruit Production
• HORT 434 – Designing Urban Agriculture

•Paid internships will target interested students 
•Manage plots with new, alternative edible crops
• Track all material and labor inputs for crops of interest

• Signage will help educate visitors (students and public)





Budget Estimate

The project budget will include funding for the following: 
• Summer Internships for 2 undergrad students: $4800 x 2 x 2 yrs = $19,200
• Technician to manage the field activities: 30% time x 2.5yrs = $49,537

($34,282 + $15,255 benefits)
• Plant materials and other field supplies $7000
• Site improvements (compost bin, picnic tables, etc) $5000
• Land Rent $1000 x 3 yrs = $3000

TOTAL $83,737
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Questions?



Further engaging students (both projects)
• Establish a dedicated role to manage undergraduate research 

opportunities at both sites – MWP and SIP garden. 

• 50% time total, 25% from each project, and request a match 
from Department of Crop Sciences (or College of ACES) 

• Explore outside funding opportunities (USDA) to develop a 
more permanent, long-term program for undergrad research

Requires additional $12,000 for each project
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