
A COMIC ASSAULT ON EVEREST PAGE 18 | WHEN GREEN YOGURT’S GOOD PAGE 20

E x p l o r e , E n j o y , a n d P r o t e c t t h e P l a n e t

10 COOLEST SCHOOLS
College students amp up the fight against climate change
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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text222: http://sustainability.illinois.edu/GenEd.html 
	Text223: The University of Illinois is home to numerous award-winning faculty.  Illinois faculty are recipients of Nobel prizes, Pulitzer prizes and many are members of National Academies.
	Text224: Institute for Natural Resource Sustainability, Environmental Change Institute, The Office of Sustainability, Energy and Bioscience Institute, Center for Advanced Bioenergy Research
	Text225: The University of Illinois consists of 7 colleges that offer numerous programs and majors related to the environment.  Each of these majors includes an environment-themed class.   
	Text226: 90
	Text227: 
	Text228: As a state funded institution, the University of Illinois is bound by the Illinois State Procurement Code. This procurement code allows for severa opportunities for sustainable purchasing, to include soybean oil based ink, recycled supplies, recyclable supplies, environmentally preferable supplies, vehicle purchases and locally grown foods.  In addition, the University of Illinois has a policy for the purchase of energy efficient equipment (http://www.cam.illinois.edu/vii/VII-b-13.htm) as well as a policy specifying Energy Star products (http://www.energymanagement.illinois.edu/pdfs/EnergyUsePolicy.pdf).
	Text229: 31
	Text230: 
	Text231: Many departments on campus specify Forest Stewardship Council certified paper.
	Text232: The University has a policy concerning Energy Star, but not EPEAT.
	Text233: We have included the preference for minimal packaging.  Currently, we receive products with minimal packaging from CMI, Dole, Heinz, produce vendors (Mid-West Produce, CIP), local meat vendors, prairie farms dairy, snack vendors (re-use boxes)...
	Text234: 
	Text235: Yes, we partner with the Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit District to provide free transit passes for campus and city routes to students, faculty, and staff.  They have a number of Hybrid buses now, and some use soy-based fuel.
	Text236: 30
	Text237: 
	Text238: Last year we opened the Campus Bike Project.  This is a space that allows bicyclists to come in and get assistance fixing and maintaining their bicycles, with the tools, expertise, and materials available for them to use.  The University promotes cycling through education materials for incoming students about bicycling, improvements to the physical cycling environment, and through a number of educational events throughout the year.
	Text239: We encourage students and employees to use the transit system by making it free access and providing real time route information via text messaging, web tools, and electronic signs.  We also partner with Zipcar to provide car sharing, and there is an incentive with that program which offers $35.00 worth of free driving when you sign up to be a member.
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	Text241: 11% drive alone, 5% carpool
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	Text243: 74% drive alone, 11% carpool
	Text244: 55.33
	Text245: 
	Text246: Where there are main trash containers for the building, there are also recycling containers.  In addition, the majority of offices also have recycling containers.
	Text247: Yes
	Text248: At Ikenberry Commons we compost pre-consumer waste.  Beginning in Fall 2012, we will compost from all Residential Dining facilities.
	Text249: As a state funded institution, we are bound by the State of Illinois requirements, which is a minimum of 40% waste reduction.  In addition, as part of Illinois' Climate Action Plan, we will target an increase in the University's waste diversion rate to 75% by 2020. 
	Text250: Each year, campus sponsors a dump and run program.  Last year, they donated approximately 16,000 pounds of clothing and other items to local organizations.
	Text251: Sustainability is included in our Campus Master Plan (http://www.fs.uiuc.edu/planning.cfm) as well as in our Campus Strategic Plan (http://strategicplan.illinois.edu/). We are infusing sustainability into our campus culture, integrating the principles into academics, research, public engagement and operations.  
	Text252: The University formed an Office of Sustainability in 2008 with a full time director and a small staff whose charge includes communicating and coordinating sustainability efforts on campus.  The University of Illinois' Facilities & Services unit also employs a full-time Sustainability Coordinator whose primary responsibility is to champion and guide sustainability projects through the university process, and to serve as liaison to the campus and community for sustainability ideas and outreach.
	Text253: Yes.  For any major renovation or remodel, a life-cycle cost analysis is prepared by Engineering Services in the Facilities & Services Unit.
	Text254: The University of Illinois submitted our Climate Action Plan to the ACUPCC in May of 2010.  Among the commitments included in the plan is a reduction of emissions relating to buildings by 15% by 2015; 30% by 2020; and 40% by 2025.  Targets for transportation related emissions are: 30% by 2015; 40% by 2020; 50% by 2025.  Agricultural target is 50% by 2020. In addition, Illinois has targets set for water use reduction and associated emissions: 20% by 2015; 30% by 2020; 40% by 2025.  Also, we intend to increase our waste diversion rate to 75% by 2020.
	Text255: The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign completed and submitted it's greenhouse gas emissions inventory to the ACUPCC in May of 2009.
	Text256: Illinois has achieved a 13% reduction in total greenhouse gas emissions (Scopes 1, 2, and 3).  This is based on fiscal year 2010 data compared to our base year 2008..
	Text257: The University of Illinois has two separate institutional endowment pools - one managed by the independent University of Illinois Foundation, the other managed by the University of Illinois administration.  Some information about the University of Illinois Foundation endowment is made available to the public.  All information about the University of Illinois administered endowment is a matter of public record.
	Text258: One of the foundation's fund managers includes sustainability factors.

The campus has a significant and ongoing commitment to investing in sustainability initiatives.  The Academic Facilities Maintenance Funding Assessment (AFMFA) is a pool of money the campus uses to maintain our campus facilities.   Each year, a good portion of that funding goes toward retrofitting and other energy projects.
	Text259: As part of our Climate Action Plan, the University has ceased all investment that will increase the lifetime of the coal-fueled systems at Abbott Power Plant.  
	Text260: 
	Text261: 
	Text262: University of Illinois students voted to create two different environmental fees.  In 2003, the clean energy fee was established at $2 per student per semester.  These funds are restricted to clean energy and energy efficiency projects.  In 2007, the sustainable campus environment fee was created at $5 per student per semester.  In 2010, the students voted to increase this fee to $14!  This fee is refundable, and is used to fund a broader range of sustainability  projects.  Both fees are managed by the Student Sustainability Committee.
	Text263:  Solar Decathlon 2009 –The University of Illinois placed 2nd overall after Germany.  Illinois placed 1st in appliances, hot water and home entertainment, and 2nd in net metering, comfort zone, and lighting design.
• Solar Decathlon 2007 - Illinois earned top honors in the Market Viability and Comfort Zone contests and placed ninth overall.
	Text264: The University of Illinois Facilities & Services' Grounds Department has created nine No-Mow zones across campus. By not mowing these areas, the campus is conserving gasoline, reducing CO2 emissions, and providing habitat for insects and other wildlife. Many of these no-mow zones will be converted to prairie plantings.

The University currently has ten 'natural areas'.  They are managed to protect the integrity of the ecological system and the research that takes place there.  They are composed of eight woodlands, a restructured prairie and a multi-use former farm.
	Text265: We use the ANSI/ASHRAE Standard 62.1 Ventilation for Acceptable Indoor Air Quality, OSHA and other regulatory limits to determine acceptable indoor air quality.  
Our paint shop uses many products that are low or no VOC, and the maintenance division uses many Green Seal Certified produces for their custodial services.
	Text266: Glacial Landscape Field Exper
This class will highlight the local glacial history, in the context of their societal implications, through field trips to sites within about 50 miles of Champaign-Urbana. We will discuss glacial landforms, processes, and deposits as well as the subsequent processes of rivers and soil development. The residual effects of glaciation on current societal issues (e.g., groundwater, flooding, resources, land-use) and ecosystems (e.g., plant-soil relations) will be emphasized.
Field Exper. Suburban-Ponds
Stormwater drainage ponds are prominent features of suburban neighborhoods. Water quality, wildlife interactions, and people are all connected in these micro-ecosystems. Students will learn field techniques to assess homeowner perceptions and actions and to measure water quality (including impacts of wildlife and lawn care). Field work will be conducted in neighborhoods in southwest Champaign. 
Community Stewardship-Env Ed 
In this service learning course, students visit area schools (grades 4-8) to teach students about the impacts of introduced species using science-based information and facilitate student-developed community stewardship projects to help reduce the spread of aquatic invaders. 
	Text267: The University of Illinois provides a wide variety of outdoor, nature-based activities. Climbing Club - an opportunity for members of the climbing community to meet and introduce new people to the sport, Outdoor Adventure Club - the opportunity to get outdoors as well as to meet other people on campus with the same desire to take advantage of all that nature has to offer: camping, hiking, biking, exploring state and national parks, and other interesting trips. Outdoor Illini - raise campus awareness on national and international conservation efforts by encouraging students to backpack into the outdoors, returning with a new appreciation of environmental efforts.
	Text268: The Veterinary Medicine ESCO project will provide innovative energy efficiency and technology, demonstrable energy savings, and long-term financing solutions for modernization of our facilities and energy infrastructure.  By implementing this project, energy consumption at the Vet Med complex will be reduced by nearly 40%.
 
As part of a plan to replace residence halls on campus, 2 buildings were demolished in the summer of 2010. Ninety-seven percent of the demolition debris was recycled, far exceeding the standard 75%. 

Housing operates a central WVO (waste vegetable oil) collection for the biodiesel initiative at Ikenberry.  The Biodiesel Initiative, sponsored by Engineers Without Borders, is a project involving the collection of waste vegetable oil (WVO) from all University dining halls. Then it is converted into biodiesel fuel that can be used by campus vehicles maintained by the Facilities & Services Garage and Car Pool.
	Text269: The first Prairie Project Sustainability Curriculum Program was successfully launched with 17 participants attending a two-day sustainability curriculum workshop in May 2010 and follow-up support sessions held in August, January, and May. More than 4,000 students will be reached each year by the instructors involved in this first offering.

Learning Outcomes (what every Illinois undergraduate should know) for Sustainability Education at Illinois were developed this last academic year.  Please see the following website for details   http://sustainability.illinois.edu/LearningOutcomes.html.

The University of Illinois sponsored the inaugural Sustainability Week in October 2010.  Seminars, workshops, and tours related to sustainability were offered throughout the week for all faculty, staff, students and the community.  

The University has a goal to identify the earliest possible date for the elimination of coal steam production and to evaluate the potential for eliminating summer coal use in the near term; eliminating all coal use by 2017; and alternative means of generating and distributing thermal energy in the long term. Several gatherings of relevant stakeholders have occurred to help us move in this direction.

All residential dining facilities are trayless.  As a result, waste has reduced from 23.4 oz/student in spring 2008 to 4.47 oz/student in fall 2011. (Student is defined as Housing Resident with meal plan).





